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Until “ovember 1951, a Soviet ordunace shop was in operatvion at the
former Ardelt Works znd the former G:rman tank ordnance shep about

1 kilometer northeast of Masselwitz (P 55/C 42) and the western bank of
the Oder River. The ‘wo installations were separated fiom each other uni
the former tank ordnance shop was off limits except for Soviel personnel.

The area of the former Ardelt Works included an adminisirative bullding.

2 factory sheds, 1 machine and welding shop, 1 wood working shop and

1 locomotive ched with spur track to the Herrnprotsch {P 52/C 42) railtuvad
station. Buildiags quartering guard personnel were available. The area was
bounded on the west by a road which counccted Masselwitz with the Oder !dvsr
in the north. The entire installation wus surccunded by a doutle wirs fence
and barbed wire enterslements and on iits north, south and west sides had
watehtovers which wece pernanently renned by sentries with red servics :clors.
The zuard personnel was accommodated in the former tank ordnance shop.

Prior to the fall of 1951, about 400 Soviet personnel were employved in the

former Ardelt Works. This personnel which waa frequently rotated included mang .

cfficers who took part in the assembly work and. thus recelved a thorougn

mechanical 'raining., Officers ranking upward of major livoed ocutsidas the fastery

srco. Chief of the installation wus & Soviet colonel. The German work forcs

of the installatio ', originalily in the strength of about 120 men, was discharg
by Christmas 1951. No Polish porsonnel was employed at the Ardelt Works or the
former tank ordnunce shop.

Fricr to September 1951, only Soviet ertillery pleces and small arms vers
airad ot the installation. Hinor replacement parts such as bolts, fiving
.ote. were manufactured 2t the installation. All the other replacozsni
parts arrived by rail., Incoming snd cutgolng shipments of arms were zlsgno
handled by rail. | Jartillery pieces of L0, 130, 200
and 250 mm caliber. The repaired puns were tosted at irregular intermis ab
a peint southeast of the installation. The guns fired across the Cder fiver
toward Masselwitz forest.

Incoming wespons shiprents inciuded tanks which were, however, unloade¢ in the
area of the former tank ordnance shop which, according to source; had loea
estaolished about 1936, The »rdnance shop consisted of several barrucké-like
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buildings and wus separuted frum the former ardeli horks by & norin-sowsl
road. ifo actails were aveilacle on the activities cunducted ab the teax
repair shop.

The former Ardelt Worke recelved its slectric curreat from a pover station
in Yarschuita (P 52/C 32). Source believed thut this power station, walcn wes

Tocebed at Lhe eastern exit of Mersechwitz, exclusively servad Soviet re..dr
installations near Massslwltz.
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